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ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS C OF E (VA) PRIMARY SCHOOL

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICY

Religious Education in our school is of the highest standard, always striving for excellence,
reflecting the school’s distinctisve Christian character.
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this in ererything we do. All children are valued equally and taught the Values of Jesus. Our
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SCHOOL VISION ROOTED IN SCRIPTURE

When Jesus spok@&gain to the people,
he said, “I am the'light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life.”

John 8:12




In Voluntary Aided Schools, the management of religious Education is a distinctive role of the
governors and Head Teacher. RE hos fo be in accordance with the Trust Deed and in
accordance with the rites, practices and doctrines of the Church of England. The Governing
Body s a whole is responsible for determining the nature of Religious Education provided
within. the S.chool.

At St Michael & All Angels we use the RE. Syllobus produced by the Blackburn Diccesan Board
of Education. This reflects the national framework for RE, the national society statement of
entitlement and the requirements of STAMs.

Religious Education in a Church School lies at the heart of the curriculum; RE occupies a
minimum of 5% of curriculum fime each week. This does not include time spent on worship.
Although, RE and Worship naturally compliment and enrich one ancther, these are managed
separately within the School. Some elements of Religious Education are delivered through our
Collective Waorship for example, festivals stories about Jesus and stories Jesus told.
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Tn our School, we wuse the Blackburn Diocese Board of Education syllabus for RE which fulfils
all Legal requirements and the RE statement of entitlement from the Church of England
Education O ffice 2016.

“In Church of Englond Schools the students and their families can expect a religious education
curriculurn that is rich and worted, enabling learners to acquire a thorough knowledge and
understanding of the Christion faith. Church schools should provide a wide range of
opportunities for learners to understand and make links between the beliefs, practices ond the
woliies systern of the range of faiths and world wmews studied. Church schools should use
some form of enquiry approach that engages with, for example biblical fert, and helps develop
religious and theological literacy. Links with the Christion wmalues of the School and spiritual,
morol, social cultural dewelopment are intrinsic to the RE curriculum and should have a

RE statement of entitlerment: The Church of England Office Education O ffice 2016,

“Christianity should he the majority study in RE in ewery School. In Church Schools that should
be clearly adhered to. In key Stage | -3 at least 2/3rds of the RE curriculum is to he
Christianity. Sufficient dedicated delivery time, meeting RE objectives, however organised, should
be committed to the delivery of RE. This should aim fo be close to 10% but must be no less
than 5%.



RE statement of entitlement: The Church of England Office Education O ffice 2016.
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CURRICULUM AIMS
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To enable pupils to knowr cbout and understand Christianity as a living faith that
influences the lives of people worldwide and as the religion that has most shaped
British culture and herttage;

To enable pupils to knowr and understand cbout other major world religions and world
wiewrs, their impact on society, culture and the wider world, enabling pupils fo express
To contribute to the development of pupils’ own spiritual/philosophical conwictions.,
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Give a theologically informed and thoughtful account of Christianity as a living and
direrse faith;

Show an informed and respectful attitude to religions and world sews in their search
for God and meaning;

Engage in meaningful and informed dialogue with those of other faiths and none;

RE statement of entitlement: The Church of England Office Education Office 2016.
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We learn about:

God who reveals the truth about himself and humanity through creation, the giving of
the lawr, his achion in history and through the prophets;

God who reveals himself ultimately in Jesus his son, living among us and dying and
rising for wis;

God who reveals himself in his spirit working in the living faith of the Church

We learn from:



e An emphatic response to the Christian faith and a critical engagement with it;
e Responding personally to the stories and feachings of Jesus Christ;
Religious. Education in Church Schools should also help pupils o

encounter and dialogue;
e Recognise and respect those of all other faiths in their search for God;
o Recogruse areas of common belief ond practize befuween different faithe;
e Enrich and expand their understanding of truth while remaining faithful to their own
tradition;
Religious. Education in Church Schools should help pupils to:

o Reflect theologically and explore the wultimate guestions and challenges of life in today's
sociely;

o Reflect critically on the truth claims of Christian belief;

* See how the truth of Christianity is relervant today;

e Understand the challenge faced by Christians today in today's pluralist and post-modemn
society;

o Recognise that faith is based on commitment to a particular way of understanding G.od
and. the world;

o Begin to derelop their own commitments, beliefs and wvalues;

e Dewvelop a sense of themselves as significant, unigue and precious;

o Experience the breadth and wariety of the Christian community;

e Engage in thoughtful dialogue with other faiths and traditions;

e Become adive citizens, serving their neighbour;

o Find a reason for hope in a troubled wonld;

e Understand how religious faith can sustain beliervers in difficult circumstances and in the
face of opposition.

Religious Education in Church Schools should enable:

prachice without fear of ridicule;



o Pupils to make excellent and appropriate progress. in their knouwledge and understanding
of Christianity;
o Pupils from Christian families to talk openly about their beliefs and salues in lessons
and to grow in their faith;
o Pupils with no religious background to be given an insight into what it means to be a
person of faith;
o Pupils of all backgrounds to have a safe place to explore ullimate guestions and
challenges of lfe in today's society
By the time, children leare our school it is erwisaged that they awill have received a thorough
knouwledge and understanding of the Christian faith. This will include beliefs about God, Jesus
and the Holy Spirit. The children will learn about people of the Bible and more recent followers
of Christianity. They will have had experience of a worshipping community at St Michael & Al
Angels Church.
We are dewveloping close links with St Michael & All Angels Church, Foulridge. Some festival
services and Saints Days are celebrated in Church with the whole school. Parents are irwited to
worship at school and in Church. He also comes into classes to talk to the children about Holy
Communion, faith, being a Christian and his role in the Church.

Church distinctisveness at St Michael & All Angels CE School:
TthEwmlumpxmddmpupilﬁuﬁth:

e opportunities to explore the experience of the Church’s year;

e wisits to places of worship, especially the local parish Church and a Cathedral, to
denvelop the understanding of the Church as a living community;
life;
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o o well-used set of Bibles in language that con be understood by the learners and
examples of Bibles and prayer books from a wsariety of contexts;

o the facility to listen to Christian “psalms, hymns and spiritual songs” from a wide

e access fo Christian artefacts that are used awith care, respect and confidence;



e a sacred space in every classroom and around school that can be used 0s a focus for
prayer and silent reflection;
e a prayer garden that can be used s a focus for prayer and silent reflection.

Spirttual, Moral, Social and Culbural desrelopment

Religious Education makes a significant contribution to the pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and
cultural desvelopment. RE provides opportunities for pupils of all backgrounds to explore the
following in a safe erwironment:

e Spirttual derelopment within our RE curriculum enriches and encourages the pupils’
discovery of God the creator, of their ‘inmost being’ and of the wonder of the
erwironment;

e Moral dervelopment is based on the teaching of Jesus Christ, which offers pupils a
secure foundation stone on which to make decisions and build their lives;

e Social derelopment enriches pupils’” understanding of what it means to live in a
Christian community where Jesus” command to love another is put in o prachice;

o Culbural denvelopment provides opportunities to dervelop and understanding of Christianity
as a worldwide, multi-culbural faith that has an impact on the lives of millions of
peoples.

CONTENT AND APPROACHES

The content of RE in our school is in accordance with the beliefs and traditions of the Church
of England. We follow the Blackburn Diocese Board of Education syllabus, which is supported
Chnshmm@pi‘xamdoi‘huﬂdmmmdm

Each class teacher is responsible for teaching RE to his or her year group. A wvartehy of
teaching methods. are used which include listening to Bible stories, discussion, drama, ICT and
research tasks, written work including narratisve, poetry and prayer. Children also produce art
work bosed on RE themes or listen to spiritual music. Each child has an individual (purple) RE
book and class teachers maintain class RE scraphooks to support with recording class
discussions and assessment.

INCLUSION

As in ol subjects, the class feacher is responsible for meeting the different needs and abilities
skills. Children wwith SEND are given work that allows them to access the content of the
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ASSESSMENT

To ensure progression during the children’s time af St Michael & All Angels C of E Primary
School teachers use the Blackbum Diocese Board of Education ‘ladder of expectation” fo support
with making judgements obout children’s level of achievement in RE. This also helps to ensure
guality, challenging tasks are used with the children and planning is at o cormect Lovel for the
oge group and experience of the children. Additionally, class teachers provide a termly overview
to the RE subject leader with a breakdown of aftainment in Year groups from Year | - 6. We
hawe also introduced self-assessment ladders for 2ach unit of work, which enables children to
reflect on their own learing and progress. Classes also maintoin o class RE Scropbook to
support with informing the assessment process.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE POLICY

Sara Richardson/Michelle Coffey (RE Subject Leaders) are the people responsible for the co-
ordination of this policy and RE throughout the School.

Role of the RE subject leader:

o Gives RE a high profile and status os a core subject across the School;

e Ensures RE is alive and wisible in the School;

e Monitors and evaluates standards in RE by observing RE lessons, talking to children,
wnduwngumikmndﬁmdlookmgntREbookﬁ/dmRESmpbmkﬁmmofﬂm
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o Altends ‘cluster’ group meetings each term/INSET o keep wp-dated on dermelopments in
the subject and disseminate this to staff;

* Kaop o portfolio of a sample of children’s work;

o Keeps photographs of RE activibies/displays around the School;

e Ensures that parents are given information about progress in RE at the two parents’
envenings gach year and sia a written report ab the end of the summer term;

e Purchases resources for the subject;

o Liaise with the local clergy with regard to supporting the RE syllabus in School;

e Update the RE policy every two years;



PARENTS” RIGHT TO WITHDRAW A CHILD FROM RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN A
VOLUNTARY AIDED SCHOOL
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of England Foundation. This foundation is also reflected in the curriculum and the whole life
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RE Subd'zd:l,eadm—Sam Richardson (Head Teacher) & Michelle Cﬁﬁeg (pruh& Headteacher)
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4jears.

Date: November 202]



